Il AAAIZKA MAHACTIIP

II'smeBogumen

3natHoTO 6bArapcko YepHomopue. FocTONPUEMHO MOPE, TOMJIO U Nacka-
BO CNbHLE. bpar, cbxpaHun nbpBuYHata cu Kpacota. /I cnomeHa 3a
APEBHU LMBUAN3ALNN, OCTABUNN CNEaNTe Ci B UCTOpPUYECKaTa NameT Ha
Ta3n 3ems. Cpen BCUYKO TOBA - MHOTOJOAHA 11 MbCTPA CMeCULA OT e3i-
L1, Bb3TOPF U My3KKa.

A camo Ha HSIKONKO KioMeTpa OTTYK nanaBata Urpa Ha BbiHUTE 1 3a-
ObXaHWST PUTbM Ha MHOTOE3WUYHIUS YOBELLKM MOTOK ca 3aMeHEeHN 0T 6e3-
Mb/BUETO 1 CTPAHHOTO OYapOBaHIe Ha eanH OPYr, NPUKa3eH 1 TaliHCTBEH
cB4T. [TbTekata noTbBa B ropckuTe [ebpu, BEKOBHU AbpBETa HaABMCBAT
Haf rnaBaTa KaTo HAKakBW MPUKa3HN BENMKAHN 1 N3BEAHbX MPEf U3yme-
HIS MbTHUK, B CUHEBATA HAa HEGETO Ce OTKPOSBAT BUCOKI Geni cKanu, 13-
MbCTPEHN C YYAHOBATM KaMeHH nneteHuun. Cpef TaX, KaTo TbMHU CEHKN
0T AaNeyHOTO MUHANO, NyaT PyMHUTE HA CTApUHHUS Anamka MaHacTup.

Hsikora, npean MUNMOHW TOAKUHNA, TYK Ca Ce FOHENU BbiHUTE Ha JPeB-
Hoto Capmatcko mope. MuHann xunsgonetisi. MopeTo mocTeneHHo OT-
APbMHAN0 BOANUTE CU U MbCTI FOPI MOKPUAY HAKOFALWHOTO AbHO. byiHu ns-
BOPY MOHECNI GUCTPUTE CU CTPYN HALONY U 3BbHNMUBATA UM NECEH Ornacs-
na okonHoctute. Cpen Tasn NycTOLL KAaTo CaMOTHU CTPAHHULA, 3aMbTEHN
KbM HEM3BECTHOTO, CE W3BUCABANN BUCOKM CKanu, B KOUTO CAbHLETO I
BATbPLT BasNN KaMEHHUTE CI NPUKA3KM.

3a MUHANOTO Ha MOHaLLeckaTa 06uTen e N3BECTHO MHOro manko. Oc-
KbHUTE HAXOOKW HE CMOMEHABAT KOU Ca rPWXIMBUTE Pblie, MPEBbPHANN
€CTECTBEHNTE KaMEeHHI HULWKM B YOBELIKO obutanuuie. [laTupoBkata Ha
oLenennuTe CTEHONUCU CBUAETENCTBA, Ye TYK € kunsan xusoT npe3 Xl - XIV
B. - MOCNEeAHUTE 1Ba BEKa OT CblUECTBYBAHETO HA CPEAHOBEKOBHATA Obfl-
rapcka Abpxasa.

Typckata ekcnaH3us Ha bankaHute cnara Kpai Ha CbleCTBYBAHETO
Ha CKanHWs MaHacTup. B roguHnTe Ha pobCTBOTO EANHCTBEHO MECTHOTO
HaceneHue NPoOAb/KINO a NoceLlaBa 1 NnoynuTa TOBa CBATO 32 XPUCTUS-
HIUTE MACTO. BpemeTo He e noLaanno 1 NCTUHCKOTO XPUCTUSHCKO Me Ha
mMaHacTtupa. [1o Hac e gocTurHano camo apabckoto my ume "Anampka” -
MbCTPUAT MAHACTHP.

Hauanoto Ha CMCTEMHM NPOYYBAHNS HA TO3N APEBEH XPUCTUSHCKIA Na-
METHUK € NocTaBeHo B Kpas Ha XIX B. OT NnoHepuTe Ha bbarapckara ap-
xeonorus - 6patara apen u Xepmud LUkopnun. B egHo cBoe nucmo
LLixopnun nuwe: "Hurpe npupopata U YOBELIKUST TPYA He ca Cbompani
TONKOBA MHOTO KPacoTa 1 LEHHOCT Ha TONKOBA Manko NPOCTPAHCTBO".
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HaunoHanHuaT nameTHUK Ha Kyntypata "Anamka MaHactup" e pasnono-
XXeH Ha TeputopusTa Ha MpupoaeH napk "3natHn nacbum', Ha 14 kKM ceBepous-
TOYHO OT rp. BapHa u 3.5 km 3anagHo o1 "3natHu nsacbum".

[lo Anamxa MaHacTp Moxe fia ce cTurHe ¢ aBTooyc Ne 29 ot LeHTpanHa-
Ta CMIPKa CPeLLy KaTefpanara B LeHTbpa Ha rpaga, € ek aBTOMO6UA Uin Tak-
Cl, KaKTO W OT LeHTbpa Ha  "3naTHu nacbuy'. BenocuneabT B3ET Nog Haem
0T KOMMJIEKCUTE € CbLLO A06PO CPEACTBO 3a [OCTbM A0 MAHACTMPA MO XKMBO-
MUCHA MArucTpasia, BMeLIa ce Cpef NpoxinagHara CaHKka Ha rbCTa, BEKOBHA ro-
pa. OT ynpaBneHneTo Ha  "3natHu nsacbun" KbM Anamka MaHacTup e Tpacu-
paHa [o6bpe NofabpXXaHa ropcka NbTeka 3a NeLexofeH Npexos.

The national culture monument "Aladzha Monastery" is situated on the ter-
ritory of the Natural Park "Golden Sands" in 14 km. north - east of Varna City
and 3.5 km west of a Resort Complex "Golden Sands".

To Aladzha Monastery you can go with a bus Ne 29 from the Central Bus
stop, opposite from the Cathedral in the centre of the city, with a motor car or
taxi, as from the Resort Complex "Golden Sands". The bicycle, hired from the
Complexes is a very good way for access to the Monastery along the pictur-
esque highway, weaving among the breezy shadow of a thick ancient forest.
From the Administration of the Resort Complex "Golden Sands" to the "Aladzha
Monastery" is traced a well kept forest path for a walking passage.

The Catacomb findings - the pottery, coins from the time of Emperor
Justinian the Great (527-565) and the engraved cross lead to the
conclusion that the cave complex was inhabited in the early Christian
epoch (4" - 6™ century A.D.) by some kind of confraternity.

What attracted these people to this place? It could be the solitude and
tranquility in the heart of Mother Nature, where man feels close to the
Creator?

Or may be the possibility to escape from the plains of the big Balkan
crossroad, an arena of bloody dramas and horrible human catastrophes?

Most findings and ruins are from the period of early Christianity
(4" - 6" century A.D.). A time when old states were destructed and new
empires and states were born under the strikes of the barbarians. A time
when the pagan world enriched by the ideas of Christianity was giving
birth to the new European culture.

To the east of the monastery, in the forest vegetation two other sites
are hidden which have been partially studied by the Shcorpil brothers.
These are the foundations of an almost 40-meter long Early Christian
basilica with a small fortress near it. Pottery found there proves
categorically that the basilica and the fortress also belong to the Early
Christian epoch (5" - 6" century A.D.).

Whose fates were intertwined in these ruins?

Information provided by the famous Byzantine chronologist Emperor
Constantine VIl Bagrenorodni (913-959) is that: "... in the lands of South
Scythia (today Northeastern Bulgaria) and along the Black Sea coast there
were many Christian centers which were destroyed by the barbarians..." It
is possible that these pieces of the past belong to the one of the earliest
Christian centers on the Balkans in the 4" - 6" century A.D.

No written evidence of Aladzha monastery and the Catacombs has
been found.

Only the legends of the endless underground labyrinths hiding
countless treasures have survived.

Or may be there, far from the destructive power of the time and
human vanity the evidence of the past of this mysterious and beautiful
place is still preserved.

Il THE LEGEND OF ALADZHA MONASTERY

Not far from the sea coast, high rocks are rising in the mysterious
twilight of thick century-old forests. In the stone niches, carved by the
winds of Time, like dark shadows from ancient times the ruins of an old
cloister can be seen.
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Legend has it that on early mornings, when milky white mists
envelope the old wood, a bell echoes in the ruins. Far away a screech-owl
is giggling ominously in the stillness, accompanied by the sinister
howling of a wolf.

In such times the solitary figure of a mysterious hermit appears from
the depths of the rock. Local people have called him the Rome Pope.

Every spring he comes out trying to find someone whom he can tell
the endless visions of his dreams.

The beginning

In gloomy ancient times, when pagan Rome enchained and
suppressed many peoples around the world, unknown wanderers,
chased away by violence and hardships, settled in this wild and
inaccessible place. They took shelter in the caves and rock niches,
modeled by Time and nature's elements.

Years went by. Like a healing spring, which attracts the thirsty, the
cloister of the outcasts continued to attract new followers with the fate of
the first martyrs. A church was built nearby which gave peace and hope
to both monks and laymen. Times, however, were turbulent and troubled.
New tribes and people were trying to find their place under the sun. The
once mighty empire was falling apart under their strikes. Hidden in the
forest thicket, the monastery became a safe place to stay for many
people. However, nothing could stop the flow of barbarians. Paths to the
holy place were discovered and that brought its end.

Rebirth

Long time had passed since then. Silence and calm reigned in the
place which used to bubble with life. Only the wind blew among the ruins.
And the furtive figure of a solitary monk appeared for a while and
disappeared. Then all became calm again.

Once, near the foot of the old rocks, as if led by God himself, some
traveling monks were passing. It was in spring. Light wind was caressing
scarce grass and played in the blooming tree branches. The ancient
forest, hiding in its blue calm the old ruins, was waiting for someone to
unveil their century-old secrets.

Enchanted by the beautiful sight, by the tranquility and stiliness, the
roamers decided to stay here forever.

Learning about this heavenly place, soon they were joined by other
monks. Like bright stars in the sky these pious priests enlightened the

Anamxa maHacTup e egHa 0T MankoTO CKanHu o6utenn B bbnrapus,
KOMTO B apXMTEKTYPHO OTHOLLEHIE CneaBar TPAAULMATE HA rpaaeHnTe Ma-
HacTupu. MomelieHusiTa My ca B 6M30CT ENHO A0 JPYrO 1 C CHO (QYHK-
LIMOHANHO NpeaHasHayeHue. Mo-ronsimara Yact oT TSX ca Pa3nonoXeHu Ha
nbpBus eTax. OTAENHN eNeMeHTI OT UHTeprUopa NO3BONSBAT fa Ce onpe-
[enu Kbae ca bunu Bxofa, Tpane3apusta U KyxHsaTa, MOHaLLECKUTe Kunuu,
rpo6uiLHaTa LibpKBa U rPo6HMLIaTA HA MaHacTUpa.

OcTaHKuTE OT KaMeHHa ONTapHa Maca 1 OCKbAHW GparmeHTn OT CTe-
HOMWCK B U3TOYHNS KPal HA Hal-roNsMOTO MOMELLEHNE Ha MbpBUS eTaxX
CBWAETENCTBAT, Ye Tam e 6una MaHacTupckata ubpkea. Mogo6Ho Ha apy-
rv NpaBoCnaBHN LUbpkBM OT CpefHOBEKOBUETO U TS € Guna yKpaceHa cbe
CTEHOMMUCHK, HO NECHUS [OCTbN A0 TAX € pelnn cbabata um. [o Hac ca
AOCTUTHANM Camo OTAENHU GpparMeHTN 1 e[HO LIBETHO KOMUE Ha CTEHOMUC
0T 0NTapa, PUCYBaHO B HAYanoTo Ha XX B.OT BapHEHCKNS XyAoxXHUK Mu-
neH Cakb30B.

Ha BTOpMs eTaX B €CTECTBEHA CKaNHa HiLA € U3rpageH MaHacTup-
cKus mapaknuc. Buta gbpBeHa cTbi6a e Bogena oT noja Ha rpobuLiHaTa
LibpkBa KbM Hero. CTbnbata BEPOSTHO € YHULLOXEHA MpuU CpyTBaHE Ha
ckanara u ToBa 06CTOATENCTBO € CbXpPaHUO B Napakuca YyacT OT Opuri-
HasnHUTEe CPEAHOBEKOBHI CTEHOMUCHU.

Mekarta cBeTMHA Ha CBeLLMTE CTOMAS 06pa3nuTe No cTeHuTe. Egga nu-
yat 1306paXeHUATa Ha CBETLW C 6oratn opexaun. JbuesapeH aHren cbe
3arafibyHa yCMIBKA NpuabpKa eanHNs Kpail Ha CUH He6eCeH Kpbr, OT KOil-
T0 XpUCTOC rneaa 3aMUCNEH0 KbM FPELUHNs YOBELLKN CBAT. bM HEro e
6uUn OTMpaBeH Norneaa Ha CMUPEHNS MOHAX, KOraTo € uaBan B paHHata yT-
PUH Ha MONUTBA, @ MOXe 61 KbM Lsnata NpekpacHa [OoAnHa 1 aaneyHara
MOPCKa LUMP, OKbMaHW OT MbPBUTE CAbHYEBU JTbYM, CbOYLEHN OT NTUUNTE
Tpenu.

Ha 3anap OoT mMaHactupa, cped rbctata 3efleHMHa, ca CKpUTU OLle
HAIKONKO MeLUepy, pasnonoxeHu Ha Tpu HuBa. bparta LLkopnun ca rm Ha-
peknu " atakomouTe" - N0 aHanorus ¢ Ha-paHHUTE KyNnToBK CPeauLiia Ha
MbpBUTE XPUCTUAHW. Mpak 06rpblua NELLEPHINTE MOMELLEHIUS U MOPYTEHN-
Te CTeHW. [po6Ha TMIUMHA LAapu HAOKONIO U CamMO B KAaMEHHUTE TbHKM
cAKaLLl Ce 40NaBs €X0TO Ha HeYnMn MONMTBEHM COBA. B eaunH OT briuTe 3ee
TbMHaTa nacT Ha npoxop. Toil Boan KbM ApPeBHA XPUCTUSIHCKA rPOBHMLA.
B cTeHata Haj rpo6OBeTe NUUM BPsi3aH KPbCT, a OTCTPaHU GykBuTe "an-
da" n "omera". OT TAX cAkaw ce ponaegr cnosara Ha Cnacutens: "As,
Nncyc Xpuctoc, cbm andara n omerara, a3 CbM NbPBUSAT 11 MOCNEBHNAT,
HayanoTo 1 Kpast".

Ckanute BOACHO OT rpoGHMLATA KPUAT OLLE eaHa 3aragka. B kameH-
HaTa CTeHa Nnyu ManbK BXOA, U3LANO 3aTpynaH OT CBAsK/aTa ce 3eMHa

H Aladzha
monastery

wondrous monastery with their deeds and encouraged all who were
looking for spiritual healing.

Every year, when the monastery holiday came, hundreds of pilgrims
streamed in from near and far lands, to honor this holy place and receive
God's blessing. Liturgies were served and the monks found kind words to
bless everyone.

H The end

Years went by unnoticed. The monastery lived in reverie like a peaceful
resort. Monks spent their days humbly and peacefully, glorifying God.

However, the Antichrist envied good deeds, piety and bliss and sent
numerous pagan armies against the Christians. The Turks spread and flew
like black cravens all over Bulgarian land. Godly light went out. People
were dying, what was created over centuries disappeared in flames and
ashes.

It did not take long for the wave of conquerors to reach this calm
place.

The melodious choir of the forest inhabitants terrified went silent
among the groans and flames of the massacred last liturgy.

Then everything became calm. Only a couple of monks, who survived
miraculously in the bloody bacchanalia, wandered lonely in the ruins.
Among frescoes cracked by fire... Among desecrated saints and Jesus
with cut out eyes...

H Resurrection

It is calm now. Only the wind blows in the ruins and tells in a strange
language about the past of the monastery. At down and at sunset, when
the time for prayer comes from somewhere the unfinished song of the
monks can be heard. The Holy liturgy has begun and someone's voice
silently whispers words of prayer, which mingle with the multitude of
voices of the forest inhabitants.

And around it, just like in ancient times, from near and far people
stream to find the way to the heart of the Savior. They listen to the
whisper of the rocks and the mysterious sounds of the forest.

And up there, leaning against the old chapel, invisible for the people
stands the figure of the mysterious monk. His eyes are full of tears and
his hand is raised for a blessing.

Amen!



Maca. akBW TallHW Kpue TOI 1 HaKbAe BOAN € HEN3BECTHO.

Haxopkute 0T arakomo6uTe - Kepamuka, MOHETM OT BPEMETO Ha M-
nepartop t0ctuHnan Benuku (527-565 r.) 1 BpA3aHUST KpbCT AaBaT OCHO-
BaHWe Ja ce Npueme, Ye NeLiepHUsAT KOMNAEKE e 61un 0butaBaH Npes pax-
HoxpucTusiHekara enoxa (IV-VI B.) oT HAKaKkBO MOHALLECKO 6paTCTBO.

aKBO € NPUBASKNO Te3n xopa Tyk? Moxe 61 camoTara u nokos cpef,
NIOHOTO Ha MaikaTta MpUpOAa, KbAETO YOBEK Ce YyBCTBA MO-GNN3KO [0
TBopeua?

/nun moxe 61 6ArcTBOTO OT PaBHUHUTE HA ronemus bankaHcku Kpbe-
TOMbT - apeHa Ha KbpBaBY Jpamu 1 CTPALLHM YOBELLKN KatacTpodn?

lMoBeYeTo OT HAXOAKWUTE M pas3BaaMHUTE Ca OT NEpUoda Ha PaHHOTO
xpuctusHctso (IV-VI B.) Bpeme, korato nog ynapute Ha "Bapeapute" ca ce
pyLUEnn CTapu 1 paxkaanu HoBU UMMEpPUM 1 Abpxasu. Bpeme, korato esu-
YeCKUST CBAT, OMIOAEH OT WAEUTE HA XPUCTUSHCTBOTO, € paXkaan Hosara
KynTypa Ha EBpona.

Ha n3Tok ot MaHacTuipa cpep ropckara pactuTeNHOCT ca CKpUTK OLLe
fBa aptedakTa, poyyeHu YacTuuHo ot 6pars LLkopnun. ToBa ca ocHOBU-

Il AETEHJIA 3A AAAJTZKA MAHACTHIP

Hepaneu ot 6pera Ha MOpPeTo, CPef TaNHCTBEHUS NONYMPaK Ha rbeTa
BEKOBHA ropa, M3aurat CHara BUCOKM CKanu. B KameHHWUTe HuLKM, U3AbA-
6aHu 0T BETPOBETE HA BpemeTo, KaTo TbMHU CEHKI OT AaNeYHOTO MUHANO,
fnyat pasBanMHUTE Ha cTapa MOHaLIecKa 0buTen.

[penaHusaTa paskasear, ye B paHHUTE YTPUHU, KOraTo MieyHo-6enute
MeneHn Ha Mbrnata 06rpblLaT cTapara ropa, B pynHUTe ryxo 0TeKBa Kam-
6aHa. Hskbae Aaney 3n0BeLL0 Ce Kucka KyKymsiBKa, a Bbiul BOIA 11 npu-
rnacs B TULLMHATA.

B TakoBa Bpeme OT CKanHuTe ObNOUHI U3nayBa camoTHaTa Gurypa Ha
TaNHCTBEH OTLIEeNHMK. MecTHUTE xopa ca ro Hapeknu Pum nana.

Bcsaka nponet Toil n3nu3a 1 Tbpcu KoMy Aa NoBepu 6e3KOHEYHUTE BU-
[EHUNs 0T CbHULLATA CMU.

B Hauaromo

B MpayHuTe OHN HA AaNeyHOTO MUHANO, KOraTo e3uveckuaT Pum npu-
KOBaBan ¢ BEPUriTe Ha POGCTBOTO HAPOAKTE MO CBETA, HEN3BECTHU CKUT-
HULW, MPOTOHEHN OT HACUNKUATA 1 HEBONUTE, Ce 3aCENNAMN B TOBA MYCTUH-
HO 11 HEMPUCTBIHO MACTO. 32 MOACAOH UM MOCMYXXWUIN NELIepuTe I CKan-
HITE HULLIK, N3BASHI OT BPEMETO U MPUPOAHIUTE CTUXUM.

MuHanu roguHu.  aTto LenebeH M3BOP, LU0 MPUBANYA 3aXKAAHENuTe,
U3rHaHN4YeckaTa 061UTeNn NPOAbMKUIA Aa NPUBAYA BCE HOBW U HOBI MOC-
nenoBatenu ¢ NoaBMra Ha MbpeuTe MbueHuLW. Habnuao 6un BaurHat boxm
Xpam, KOWTO BHACAN YrnoBaHWe B [yLUUTe HA MOHACU 1 MUPSHU. A Bpeme-
HaTa 6uUnn HeCMOKOWMHKM 1 TPeBOXHW. HOBM nnemeHa 1 Hapoman Tbpcenu
CBOETO MSCTO Nof CNbHLETO. Mog yaapute UM, HaKora MorbLLaTta umnepus
ce pasnagana. Ckputa B ropckute aeépu, MoHalleckata 06uten ctaHana
HaeXaeH NpUcTaH 3a MHO3MHa. Ho HILLIO He MOXXEeNo Aa Crpe BapBapCcKus
noToK. [TbTeknTe KbM CBSTOTO MSCTO GUNM OTKPUTK 11 TOBA GUN KPasT.

M Buspakgane

MHoro BpeMe MiUHano oTTorasa. TULLMHA 11 MOKOM Ce Bb3LAPUIN Tam,
KbETO Mpeaun Kunsn XuBoT. Camo BATbPLT C& pasxoxaan cpem pyuHuTe.
I nnaxata ¢urypa Ha caMmoTeH MOHax ce MspBana 3a MUr 11 Nak u3ye3Ba-
na. Nocne 0THOBO BCMYKO YTUXBANO.

BedHbX, B MOOHOXMETO Ha CTapuTe CKanu, BOEHU CSKall OT camata
boxus pbka, MUHANK HEKOMLMHA MOHACU-APYMHULM. buno npes3 nponet-
Ta. JleknaT BETpeL, rafen pexasata Tpesa U nyayBan cpej UbdHanute Kno-
Hu. BekoBHaTa ropa, ckpuna B CMHKaBUS CW MOKOW CTapuTe pasBauHu,

Bxogbm u yacm om
2pob6HUyama

The entrance and a part
of the tomb

Monaweckume kunuu

The Monastic cells

Ipo6HUyama

The Tomb

Te Ha noutn 40-MeTpOBa PAHHOXPUCTUSIHCKA GA3UNNKA W [0 Hes Manko
ykpenneHue. OTKpuTaTta Kepamuka CBUAETENCTBA KaTeropuyHo, ye 6asu-
NIKATa 1 YKPENmeHUETo ca CbLyo 0T paHHOXpUCTUAHCKaTa enoxa (V-VI B.)

Yun cbabu ca BneTeHN B Te31 pynuHu?

EnHo cBemeHne Ha M3BECTHUS BU3AHTMIACKM XPOHMCT - UMMEpaTop

oHctanTuH VIl barpeHopoptun (913-959 r.) rnacu: ... B 3emute Ha 0xHa

Ckutns (aH. CeBeponatouHa bbarapus) 1 no YepHOMOPUETO UMANo MHOTO
XPUCTUSHCKIA LIEHTPOBE, KOMTO BapBapuTe YHULLOXWAN..." Bb3MOXHO e Te-
31 OT/IOMKW OT MMHANOTO A Ca eavH OT Hal-paHHNUTE XPUCTUSIHCKU LiEH-
TpoBe Ha bankanute ot IV-VI B.

lncmeHn ceedeHns 3a Anamka MaHacTup U atakomouTe He ca oT-
KpUTH.

Ouenenu ca camo nereHguTe 3a 6e3kpaiHi NOA3eMHN NaGUPUHTY, B
KOMTO Ca CKPUTI HECMETHU CbKPOBULLA.

A MoXe 6u Tam, Aaney 0T paspyliuTenHata Mol Ha Bpemeto n yo-
BelLKaTa CyeTa, Ce CbXpaHsBaT CBWAETENCTBaTa 3a MUHANOTO Ha TOBa
TallHCTBEHO 1 KPacuBO MACTO.

yakana HsKoi aa pasbynu BEKOBHUTE UM TalHN.

OmasiHu OT YygHaTa rnegka, ot COKOCTBMETO U TULLMHATA, CKUTHU-
LWTE PeLnnn fa 0CTaHaT 3aBUHarm Tyk.

Hayunnu 3a 1031 60)XECTBEH KbT, CKOPO KbM TSX CE MPUCHEAUHUNN 1
OpYri MOHaCK. aTo CBETAVW 3Be3aM No HebecHaTta TBbpf, Te3u AOCTONenN-
HU OTUM 03aPSBaANM C JEAHNUSTA CW YyOHWS CKWT 1 HacbpyaBann BCUYKW,
KOUTO TbPCENnu lyXOBHO U3LIENEHME.

I BCsKa roguHa Ha XpamoBus MPasHNK Ha MaHacTupa, 3a Aa noyetar
cBeTata 06MTen 1 nomyyatr 60XuUeTo 6naroBoNeHNe, 0T 61130 1 Aaney ce
CTUYany CTOTULM NOKNOHHMLW. OTCRY)XBaHW GUAN NUTYPrun, a 6pataTa Ha-
MUpanu 3a BCEKNUro obpa ayma 3a 6narocios.

B pasm

HeyceTHo ce M3HWU3Banu roauHUTE. aTo TUX NPUCTaH XNUBEena B YHec
cBeTata 06uTen. B TMWMHA 1 CMUpeHUe NpekapBanu OHUTE CU MOHACcKTe,
cnaserikn bora.

Ho AHTUXPUCTBT 3aBUANN HA CBETNNTE AeNa, HA 6Naro4ecTeTo u bna-
)KEHCTBOTO 1 M3npatun 6e36poitHa MOraHcKa CraH CpeLly XpUcTUsSHUTE.
[lpbCHanu ce TypuuTe 11 NONETENI KATO YepHU rapBaHm Mo Lganara 6bnrap-
cka 3ems. [MompbkHana 60xecTBeHaTa cBeTnnHa. [MHenu xopa, u3ye3pa-
110 B MNambly 1 NenenuLa CbTBOPEHOTO OT CTONETUS.

He cnen obnro BbiHaTa Ha HALLECTBEHWULMTE CTUrHana i A0 TO3U TUX
KbT. [MpuTxHan ynnaileH CRagkornacHUAT XOp Ha FOpPCKuTe obutatenu
Ccpep NnambLuTe 1 CTOHOBETE Ha MOCeYeHaTa nocneaHa nuTyprus.

[Mocne Bcuuko cTuxHano. Camo HeKoMLMHA MOHACK, MO Yyao Ouenenn
0T KbpBaBaTa BakxaHanus, 6pofenu camoTHu cpef pyuHute. Cpen npony-
KaHu ot orbHs dpecku... Cpen nopyraHu cetum 1 incyc ¢ n36opeHn ouu...

Hl Bs3kpecenue

Tuxo e cera. Camo B pynHuTE CBUPY BATLPBLT U pa3ka3Ba Ha HeMo3Har
€31K 32 MUHANO0TO Ha cBeTtara o6uten. Mpu n3rpes 1 3anes CibHUE, Kora-
TO HACTbMK YacbT 32 MONUTBA, OTHENAE Ce A0YYBa HELoMATaTa NeceH Ha
MOHacuTe. boxecTBeHaTa NUTYpriis € 3anoyHana u Heuuii rnac TXo Len-
HEe MONUTBEHN CIIOBA, KOWUTO CE CAMBAT C MHOTOMACHIS XOP Ha FOpPCKUTe
obutarenu.

Haokono, kakTo B cTapy BpemMeHa, OTHOBO OT 67130 1 Aaney npuimk-
[at niofe, 3a Aa OTKPUAT NbTA KbM CbpLeTo Ha Cnacutens. Benywear ce B
LuenoTa Ha CKanuTe 1 TallHCTBEHMTE 3BYLWM Ha ropata.

A Tam rope, NPUCNOHUN CHara Aa CTapuaT napakuc, He3pum 3a fio-
O€eTe CTON TaNHCTBEHUAT MOHax. Ounte My ca MbiHW CbC CbA3W, a AECHU-
Lata My e BaurHara 3a 6narocnos. AMuH!

Aladzha monastery is one of the few rock cloisters in Bulgaria which
in terms of archeology follows the traditions of built monasteries. Rooms
are close to one another and have clearly defined functions. Most of them
are located on the first floor. Certain interior elements allow us to discern
the places of the entrance, dining-room and the kitchen, monks cells, the
cemeterial church and the monastery tomb.

Remnants of a stone altar table and scarce wall-painting fragments in
the eastern end of the largest room on the first floor evidence that the
monastery church used to be there. Just like any other Orthodox church in
the Middle Ages it was decorated with wall-paintings, however, easy
access was fatal for them. A few fragments have survived and can be seen
in our times, along with a color copy of the altar wall-painting created in
the beginning of the 20" century by Milen Sakazov, a painter from the city
of Varna.

On the second floor a monastery chapel was built in a natural rock
niche. Winding wooden stairs led to it from the floor of the cemeterial
church. The stairs were most probably destructed as a result of falling
rocks and due to that circumstance part of the original Medieval chapel
wall-paintings have been preserved.

Soft candlelight warms the paintings on the walls. Images of saints in
rich garments are barely discernible. A radiant angel with an inscrutable
smile holds one end of the blue sky round from where Christ looks
thoughtfully upon the sinful human world. He was the one the humble
monk looked up to when he came to pray in early morning. Or may be the
monk was looking to the whole beautiful valley and the faraway sea
expanse, bathing in the first sun rays, awakened by birdsongs.

To the west of the monastery among the thick greenery several other
three-level caves are hidden. The Shcorpil brothers named them "The
Catacomb" based on the analogy with the earliest cult centers of the first
Christians. Darkness envelopes cave rooms and deteriorated walls. Dead
silence is all around here and only the words of someone's prayer seem
to echo still in the stone folds. In one corner the dark entrance to a
passage stands wide open like a mouth. It leads to an ancient Christian
tomb. An engraved cross can be seen on the wall above the graves with
the letters "alpha" and "omega" on the sides. It seems the words of the
Savior "l, Jesus Christ, am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end" can be heard.

The rocks to the right of the tomb hide another mystery. A small
entrance can be seen in the stone wall, which is wholly buried in fallen
earth and stone. What secrets it hides and where it leads is unknown.

Manacmupckama ubpkBa

The Monastery church

lpegnonazaem cmeHonuc om oAmapa
Ha uybpkBama. AkBapearo konue, 1930 2.
XygoxHuk: MuneH Cakb306

Supposed mural painting of the church's
altar. Water - color copy, 1930
Artist: Milen Sakazov
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Il ALADZHA MONASTERY

Guide

Golden Bulgarian Black Sea Coast. Welcoming sea, warm and careful
sun. A coast which has kept its primary beauty. As well as the memory of
ancient civilizations, which have left their imprint on the historical
memory of this land. And among all this a multitude of people with their
colorful mixture of languages, raptures and music.

However, only several kilometers away from here the playful waves
and the hectic rhythm of the babbling human crowd melt in the silence
and weird charm of a different, mysterious, fairy tale world. The path goes
deeper into the forest thicket, century-old trees hang over like fairy tale
giants and all at once before the amazed traveler white rocks rise against
the blue sky ornamented with peculiar stone interlacing. Tucked into it like
dark shadows from the past the ruins of the ancient Aladzha monastery
can be seen.

In ancient times, millions of years ago, the waves of the ancient
Sarmat Sea were chasing one another here. Thousands of years went by.
Sea waters gradually gave way to thick forests, which covered the former
seabed. Swift streams carried their clear waters down and their bubbling
filled the surroundings with songs. In this wilderness high rocks rose like
lonely strangers headed to the unknown, in which the sea and the wind
carved their stone fairy tales.

Very little is known about the past of the monastery. Scarce findings
do not reveal the names of those whose caring hands turned natural stone
niches into human abodes. The age of surviving wall-paintings proves that
the place was bubbling with life in 13" and 14" century, which are the last
two centuries of the existence of the Medieval Bulgarian State.

The expansion of the Turks on the Balkans put an end to the existence
of the rock monastery. In the years of yoke only local people kept visiting
and worshipping this sacred Christian place. Time did not spare the real
Christian name of the monastery. Only his Arabic name "Aladzha",
meaning colorful, has been passed on to us.

Systematic research of this ancient Christian monument began at the
end of 19" century by the pioneers of Bulgarian archeology, the two
brothers Karel and Hermin Shcorpil. In one of his letters Karel Shcorpil
wrote: "There is no other place in the world where nature and human labor
created so much beauty and wealth in such a small area."

CmeHnonuc om maBana Ha
napakauca. [lemaiin

Mural painting of the
chapel's ceiling. Detail

Mapaknucem
AkBapen, 1922 e.
XygoxHuk: H. 3azopytiko

The chapel
Mural painting, 1922
Artist: N. Zagoruiko

Anzen om cmeHonuca 8
napakauca

Angel from the mural
painting in the chapel




