
there. And on one hand it is
due to the unusual burial
practices, of which the
necropolis offers plenty of
evidence and on the other
hand, it has yielded a wealth of
diverse finds: more than 3 000
golden items weighing more
than 6 kg altogether, 160
copper articles, 230 flint tools,
90 implements of stone and
marble, nearly 1 100 pieces of
mollusk shell jewellery ≠ bracelets, beads and decorations, more than
650 clay vessels, and many others.
The Bronze Age, which encompasses the time from 3 200 to 1 100
B.C., saw the ethnic genesis of the Thracians as they began to spin off
from the peoples surrounding them. Most of the Early Bronze Age
findings (3 200 ≠ 2 500 B.C.) in the region of Varna were discovered
in the settlements, which are now submerged in Varna Lakes. 
By the onset of the Iron Age the Thracians had completed their ethnic
self-determination and established a lasting presence on the Balkan
Peninsula. Archaeologists surveyed several Iron Age cemeteries in the
region. They confirmed that the
Thracians had a unique culture of
their own and maintained close links
with ancient Greek colonists who
settled along the Black Sea cost
during late 7th ≠ early 6th century B.C.
and founded their cities.

¿ÌÚË˜ÌÓÒÚ
œÂÁ ‚ÚÓ‡Ú‡ ˜ÂÚ‚˙Ú Ì‡ VI ‚. Ô.
’., Ì‡ ÚÂËÚÓËˇÚ‡ Ì‡ ‰ÌÂ¯ÌËˇ
„‡‰ ¬‡Ì‡, ËÁÒÂÎÌËˆË ÓÚ Ï‡ÎÓ-
‡ÁËÈÒÍËˇ „‡‰ ÃËÎÂÚ ÓÒÌÓ‚‡‚‡Ú
Ò‚Óˇ ÍÓÎÓÌËˇ ≠ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ (Odessos ≠
"ÒÂÎË˘Â ‡ÁÔÓÎÓÊÂÌÓ Ì‡ ‚Ó‰‡").
√‡‰˙Ú ÒÂ ‡Á‚Ë‚‡ Í‡ÚÓ ÍÎ‡ÒË˜ÂÒÍË
„‡‰-‰˙Ê‡‚‡ Ò˙Ò Ò‡ÏÓÒÚÓˇÚÂÎÌÓ
ÛÔ‡‚ÎÂÌËÂ. «‡ Í‡ÚÍÓ ‚ÂÏÂ Œ‰Â-
ÒÓÒ ÒÚ‡‚‡ Â‰ËÌ ÓÚ Ì‡È-ÁÌ‡˜ËÚÂÎÌËÚÂ
ÔËÒÚ‡ÌË˘ÌË Ë Ú˙„Ó‚ÒÍË ˆÂÌÚÓ‚Â
Ì‡ «‡Ô‡‰ÌÓÚÓ ◊ÂÌÓÏÓËÂ. —‚Ë‰Â-
ÚÂÎÒÚ‚Ó Á‡ ÌÂ„Ó‚ÓÚÓ ËÍÓÌÓÏË˜ÂÒÍÓ

ËÁ‰Ë„‡ÌÂ Â ÒÂ˜ÂÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ÒÓ·ÒÚ‚ÂÌË ÏÓÌÂÚË ≠ ÓÚÌ‡˜‡ÎÓ ÒÂ·˙ÌË Ë
·ÓÌÁÓ‚Ë, ‡ ÔÂÁ ‚ÚÓ‡Ú‡ ÔÓÎÓ‚ËÌ‡ Ì‡ II ‚. Ô. ’. Ë ÁÎ‡ÚÌË.
“ÓÁË ÔÂËÓ‰ Â ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ ‚ Á‡ÎËÚÂ Ì‡ ÏÛÁÂˇ Ò Â‰ÌË ÓÚ Ì‡È-·Ó„‡ÚË-
ÚÂ ÍÓÎÂÍˆËË Ì‡ Ï‡ÏÓÌË ÒÍÛÎÔÚÛË, ÚÂ‡ÍÓÚÓ‚Ë ÒÚ‡ÚÛÂÚÍË Ë Î‡Ï-
ÔË, ‚ÌÓÒÌ‡ ˜ÂÌÓÎ‡ÍÓ‚‡ ÍÂ‡ÏËÍ‡, ÍÓÒÚÂÌ‡ Ë ·ÓÌÁÓ‚‡ ÔÎ‡ÒÚËÍ‡,
ËÁ‰˙Î·‡ÌË Ì‡ Í‡ÏÂÌÌË ÔÎÓ˜Ë ‰ÂÍÂÚË Ì‡ ÏÂÒÚÌ‡Ú‡ ‚Î‡ÒÚ.
œÂÁ I-III ‚. Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ Â ‚ÍÎ˛˜ÂÌ ‚ ÔÂ‰ÂÎËÚÂ Ì‡ –ËÏÒÍ‡Ú‡ ËÏÔÂËˇ.
¬ ÒÂ‰‡Ú‡ Ì‡ ÚÓÁË ÔÂËÓ‰ (Í‡ˇ Ì‡ II ‚.) Ì‡ ÔÎÓ˘ ÓÚ 7 000 Í‚. Ï ‚
„‡‰‡ Ò‡ ÔÓÒÚÓÂÌË Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌË ÚÂÏË ≠ Â‰ÌË ÓÚ Ì‡È-„ÓÎÂÏËÚÂ ‚
≈‚ÓÔ‡. “Â Ò‡ ‰Ó·Â ÔÓÛ˜ÂÌË Ë ‰ÌÂÒ ‚ Á‡ÎËÚÂ Ì‡ ÏÛÁÂˇ Ò‡ ÔÓÍ‡Á‡-
ÌË ‰ÓÒÚ‡ ÓÚ Ô‡ÏÂÚÌËˆËÚÂ, ÓÚÍËÚË ‚ Úˇı. œÂÁ II-III ‚. ‚ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ Ò‡
Ó„‡ÌËÁË‡ÌË „ÓÎÂÏË Ô‡ÁÌËˆË ‚ ˜ÂÒÚ Ì‡ ‚ÂÎËÍËˇ ·Ó„ ƒ‡Á‡Î‡Ò ≠
ÒÔÓÚÌË Ò˙ÒÚÂÁ‡ÌËˇ, ÚÂ‡Ú‡ÎÌË ÒÔÂÍÚ‡ÍÎË, ÏÛÁËÍ‡ÎÌË ÍÓÌÍÛÒË,
ÍÓËÚÓ Ò‡ ËÎ˛ÒÚË‡ÌË Ò ÚÂ‡Ú‡ÎÌË
Ï‡ÒÍË, ÒÂ·˙Ì‡ ÒÚ‡ÚÛÂÚÍ‡ Ì‡ ‡ÍÚ¸Ó,
Ì‡‰ÔËÒ ‚˙ıÛ Ï‡ÏÓÌ‡ ÔÎÓ˜‡,
Ò˙Ó·˘‡‚‡˘ Á‡ „Î‡‰Ë‡ÚÓÒÍË ·Ó·Ë,
ÒÔÓÚÌË ÔËÌ‡‰ÎÂÊÌÓÒÚË Ë ‰. 
—ÎÂ‰ Í‡ˇ Ì‡ IV ‚. Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ ËÁÊË‚ˇ‚‡
ÌÓ‚ ËÍÓÌÓÏË˜ÂÒÍË ÔÓ‰ÂÏ. –‡Á¯Ëˇ‚‡
ÒÂ „‡‰ÒÍ‡Ú‡ ÚÂËÚÓËˇ. ¬ ÚÓ‚‡ ‚ÂÏÂ
Â ËÁ„‡‰ÂÌ‡ Ë ÌÓ‚‡ ÍÂÔÓÒÚÌ‡ ÒÚÂÌ‡.
œÓÒÚÓˇÌÌËÚÂ Ì‡ıÎÛ‚‡ÌËˇ Ì‡ ÔÎÂÏÂÌ‡
Ì‡ ˛„ ÓÚ . ƒÛÌ‡‚ ‰Ó‚ÂÊ‰‡Ú ‰Ó ÔÓÏÂ-
ÌË ‚ ÂÚÌË˜ÂÒÍËˇ Ò˙ÒÚ‡‚ Ì‡ ÏÂÒÚÌÓÚÓ
Ì‡ÒÂÎÂÌËÂ, ‚ ÚÓ‚‡ ˜ËÒÎÓ ÒÂ‰ ÊËÚÂÎË-
ÚÂ Ì‡ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ Ë ‚ ·ÎËÁÍËÚÂ ÓÍÓÎÌÓÒÚË.
— ‡ÁÔÓÒÚ‡ÌÂÌËÂÚÓ Ì‡ ıËÒÚËˇÌÒÚ‚Ó-
ÚÓ ÒÎÂ‰ 313 „. ‚ ÊË‚ÓÚ‡ Ì‡ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ
Ì‡ÒÚ˙Ô‚‡Ú Ò˙˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌË ËÁÏÂÌÂÌËˇ. œÓˇ‚ˇ‚‡Ú ÒÂ ÌÓ‚Ë ÍÛÎÚÓ‚Ë Ò„‡-
‰Ë. ¡Î‡„Ó‰‡ÂÌËÂ Ì‡ ‰Ó·Â ÔÓÛ˜ÂÌËÚÂ ‚ ‡ÏÍËÚÂ Ì‡ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ
‡ÌÌÓıËÒÚËˇÌÒÍË ·‡ÁËÎËÍË ‚ ÏÛÁÂˇ Ò‡ ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌË ÔËÏÂÌ‡

‚˙ÁÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚Í‡ Ì‡ ÓÎÚ‡Ì‡
ÔÂ„‡‰‡, ÏÓÁ‡Â˜ÌË ÔÓ‰Ó-
‚Ë Ì‡ÒÚËÎÍË, Í‡ÍÚÓ Ë ˆ˙-
ÍÓ‚ÌË ÔËÌ‡‰ÎÂÊÌÓÒÚË ≠
ÂÎËÍ‚‡ËË, Ò‚Â˘ÌËˆË,
Ò˙‰ Á‡ Ò‚ÂÚÂÌ‡ ‚Ó‰‡ Ë ‰.
¬ ‡ÌÚË˜Ì‡Ú‡ Ò˙ÍÓ‚Ë˘ÌË-
ˆ‡ Ò‡ ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌË ËÁˇ˘ÌË
Ì‡ÍËÚË ÓÚ ÒÂ·Ó Ë ÁÎ‡ÚÓ ≠
ÚÓÍ‚‡, Ó·ÂˆË, „Ë‚ÌË,
Ô˙ÒÚÂÌË ≠ ‰‡ÚË‡˘Ë ÓÚ
ÍÎ‡ÒË˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÔÂËÓ‰ ‰Ó
‚ÂÏÂÚÓ Ì‡ –‡ÌÌ‡ ¬ËÁ‡Ì-
ÚËˇ (V ‚. Ô. ’. ≠ VI ‚.).

ÓÚ 3 000 ÁÎ‡ÚÌË ÔÂ‰ÏÂÚ‡ Ò Ó·˘Ó ÚÂ„ÎÓ Ì‡‰ 6 Í„, Ì‡‰ 160 ÏÂ‰ÌË ËÁ-
‰ÂÎËˇ, Í˙Ï 240 ÍÂÏ˙˜ÌË ÒÂ˜Ë‚‡, Ì‡‰ 90 Í‡ÏÂÌÌË Ë Ï‡ÏÓÌË ËÁ‰Â-
ÎËˇ Á‡ ·ËÚ‡, ÓÍÓÎÓ 1 100 Ì‡ÍËÚ‡ ≠ „Ë‚ÌË, Ï˙ÌËÒÚ‡ Ë ‡ÔÎËÍ‡ˆËË ÓÚ
˜ÂÛÔÍË Ì‡ ÏÓÒÍË ÏÂÍÓÚÂÎË, Ì‡‰ 650 „ÎËÌÂÌË Ò˙‰‡ Ë ‰.
œÂÁ ·ÓÌÁÓ‚‡Ú‡ ÂÔÓı‡, ÍÓˇÚÓ Ó·ı‚‡˘‡ ‚ÂÏÂÚÓ ÓÚ 3 200 ‰Ó
1 100 „. Ô. ’. ÔÓÚË˜‡ ÂÚÌÓ„ÂÌÂÁËÒ˙Ú Ì‡ Ú‡ÍËÚÂ Ë ÚˇıÌÓÚÓ Ó·Ó-
ÒÓ·ˇ‚‡ÌÂ ÓÚ Á‡Ó·ËÍ‡Îˇ˘ËÚÂ „Ë Ì‡Ó‰Ë. ¬˙‚ ¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍÓ Ì‡È-ÏÌÓ„Ó
Ì‡ıÓ‰ÍË ÓÚ ‡ÌÌ‡Ú‡ ·ÓÌÁÓ‚‡ ÂÔÓı‡ (3 200 ≠ 2 500 „. Ô. ’.) Ò‡
ÓÚÍËÚË ‚ ÔÓÚ˙Ì‡ÎËÚÂ ‚˙‚ ¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍËÚÂ ÂÁÂ‡ ÒÂÎË˘‡. 
—˙Ò Á‡ÔÓ˜‚‡ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ÊÂÎˇÁÌ‡Ú‡ ÂÔÓı‡ ÂÚÌË˜ÂÒÍÓÚÓ Ò‡ÏÓÓÔÂ‰ÂÎˇÌÂ
Ì‡ Ú‡ÍËÚÂ ‚Â˜Â Â Á‡‚˙¯ËÎÓ Ë ÚÂ Ú‡ÈÌÓ Ò‡ ÒÂ Ì‡ÒÚ‡ÌËÎË Ì‡
¡‡ÎÍ‡ÌÒÍËˇ ÔÓÎÛÓÒÚÓ‚. ¬˙‚ ¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍÓ ÒÂ ÔÓÛ˜ÂÌË ÌˇÍÓÎÍÓ
ÌÂÍÓÔÓÎ‡ ÓÚ ‡ÌÌÓÊÂÎˇÁÌ‡Ú‡ ÂÔÓı‡. Õ‡ıÓ‰ÍËÚÂ ÓÚ Úˇı Ò‚Ë‰ÂÚÂÎ-
ÒÚ‚‡Ú Á‡ Ò‡ÏÓ·ËÚÌÓÒÚÚ‡ Ì‡ Ú‡ÍËÈÒÍ‡Ú‡ ÍÛÎÚÛ‡ Ë ÔÓ‰‰˙Ê‡ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡
‡ÍÚË‚ÌË ‚˙ÁÍË Ò ‰Â‚ÌÓ„˙ˆÍËÚÂ ÍÓÎÓÌËÒÚË, Á‡ÒÂÎËÎË ÒÂ ÔÓ
◊ÂÌÓÏÓÒÍÓÚÓ Í‡È·ÂÊËÂ ‚ Í‡ˇ Ì‡ VII ≠ Ì‡˜‡ÎÓÚÓ Ì‡ VI ‚. Ô.
’. Ë ÓÒÌÓ‚‡ÎË ÚÛÍ Ò‚ÓË „‡‰Ó‚Â.

Prehistory
The Old Stone Age is pre-
sented by Late to Middle
Paleolithic flint tools and the
Mesolithic findings from the area of Pobiti Kamani (the Standing
Stones) near Varna are the only Bulgarian trove from the Middle Stone
Age (ca 10 000 to 7 000 B.C.). 
But real prosperity in this region occurred during the Late Copper Age.
The centre of this highly developed society (second half of the
5th millennium B.C.) was located south of Varna ≠ by the so called "pile
dwellings", which now rest under the waters of Varna Lakes. This is
the place where the numerous artifacts on show in the exposition were
found ≠ ceramic vessels decorated with graphite paint, tools made of
bone, stone, flint and horn, and a number of artifacts, which were
probably used in religious rituals. However, the most significant
monument from that age is
the glorious Varna Eneolithic
Necropolis, which is pre-
sented in three especially
dedicated exhibition halls.
Why has the Varna
Necropolis deserved its
special place in the world
prehistory? The world's
oldest gold artifacts made
by human hand were found

œ‡ËÒÚÓËˇ
—Ú‡ÓÍ‡ÏÂÌÌ‡Ú‡ ÂÔÓı‡ Â
ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ‡ ÓÚ ÒÂ‰ÌÓ- Ë
Í˙ÒÌÓÔ‡ÎÂÓÎËÚÌË ÍÂÏ˙˜-
ÌË ÒÂ˜Ë‚‡, ‡ ÏÂÁÓÎËÚÌËÚÂ
Ì‡ıÓ‰ÍË ÓÚ ‡ÈÓÌ‡ Ì‡ Ï.
œÓ·ËÚË Í‡Ï˙ÌË ‰Ó ¬‡Ì‡
Ò‡ Â‰ËÌÒÚ‚ÂÌÓÚÓ Ì‡ıÓ‰Ë-
˘Â ÓÚ ÒÂ‰ÌÓÍ‡ÏÂÌÌ‡Ú‡
ÂÔÓı‡ (ÓÍ. 10 000 ≠
7 000 „. Ô. ’.) Ì‡ ÚÂË-
ÚÓËˇÚ‡ Ì‡ ¡˙Î„‡Ëˇ.
»ÒÚËÌÒÍË ‡Áˆ‚ÂÚ Ì‡ÒÚ˙Ô-
‚‡ ÔÂÁ Í˙ÒÌ‡Ú‡ Í‡ÏÂÌÌÓ-
ÏÂ‰Ì‡ ÂÔÓı‡. ÷ÂÌÚ˙˙Ú Ì‡
ÚÓ‚‡ ‚ËÒÓÍÓ‡Á‚ËÚÓ Ó·-
˘ÂÒÚ‚Ó (‚ÚÓ‡Ú‡ ÔÓÎÓ‚ËÌ‡
Ì‡ V ıËÎ. Ô. ’.) ÒÂ Â Ì‡-
ÏË‡Î ˛ÊÌÓ ÓÚ ¬‡Ì‡ ≠
ÔË Ú. Ì‡. Ì‡ÍÓÎÌË ÒÂÎË-
˘‡, Ì‡ÏË‡˘Ë ÒÂ ÒÂ„‡ ÔÓ‰
‚Ó‰‡Ú‡ Ì‡ ¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍËÚÂ
ÂÁÂ‡. “ÛÍ Ò‡ ÓÚÍËÚË ËÁ-
ÎÓÊÂÌËÚÂ ‚ ÂÍÒÔÓÁËˆËˇÚ‡
ÏÌÓ„Ó·ÓÈÌË ÍÂ‡ÏË˜ÌË
Ò˙‰Ó‚Â, ÛÍ‡ÒÂÌË Ò „‡-
ÙËÚÌ‡ ·Óˇ, ÒÂ˜Ë‚‡ ÓÚ ÍÓÒÚ,
Í‡Ï˙Í, ÍÂÏ˙Í Ë Ó„, Í‡ÍÚÓ
Ë ÏÌÓÊÂÒÚ‚Ó ÔÂ‰ÏÂÚË,
Ò‚˙Á‡ÌË ‚ÂÓˇÚÌÓ Ò ÍÛÎ-
ÚÓ‚ËÚÂ Ó·Â‰Ë. Õ‡È-ÁÌ‡˜Ë-
ÏËˇÚ Ô‡ÏÂÚÌËÍ ÓÚ ÚÓ‚‡
‚ÂÏÂ Ó·‡˜Â Â ÁÌ‡ÏÂÌËÚËˇ
¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍË ÂÌÂÓÎËÚÂÌ
ÌÂÍÓÔÓÎ. ¬ ÌÂ„Ó Â Ì‡ÏÂ-
ÂÌÓ Ì‡È-ÒÚ‡ÓÚÓ Ó·‡·Ó-
ÚÂÌÓ ÁÎ‡ÚÓ ‚ Ò‚ÂÚ‡. ÕÂÍÓ-
ÔÓÎ˙Ú Â ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ ‚ ÚË
Ó·ÓÒÓ·ÂÌË ÂÍÒÔÓÁËˆËÓÌÌË
Á‡ÎË. ÕÂ„Ó‚ÓÚÓ ÓÒÓ·ÂÌÓ
ÏˇÒÚÓ ‚ Ò‚ÂÚÓ‚Ì‡Ú‡ Ô‡-
ËÒÚÓËˇ ÒÂ ‰˙ÎÊË Ì‡ ÛÒÚ‡-
ÌÓ‚ÂÌËÚÂ ‡ÁÎË˜ÌË ÔÓ„Â-
·‡ÎÌË Ô‡ÍÚËÍË, Í‡ÍÚÓ Ë Ì‡
·Ó„‡ÚÒÚ‚ÓÚÓ Ë ‡ÁÌÓÓ·‡-
ÁËÂÚÓ Ì‡ Ì‡ıÓ‰ÍË: ÔÓ‚Â˜Â

ÒÚ‡Ì‡Ú‡ Ò˙Ò ÒÔÂˆË‡ÎËÁË‡Ì‡ ‡ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍ‡ ÎËÚÂ‡ÚÛ‡, Í‡ÍÚÓ Ë
ÙÓÌ‰Ó‚ÂÚÂ, Í˙‰ÂÚÓ ÒÂ Ò˙ı‡Ìˇ‚‡Ú ÏÌÓ„Ó·ÓÈÌË Ì‡ıÓ‰ÍË, ÌÂÌ‡ÏÂ-
ËÎË ÏˇÒÚÓ ‚ ËÁÎÓÊ·ÂÌËÚÂ Á‡ÎË.

The Museum
The building of the Museum of archaeology in Varna was erected
during the period 1892 ≠ 1898 for a Girls High school and made on
the project by the prominent Bulgarian architect Petko Momchilov. It is
two-storied with square form and spacious inner courtyard. The building
is a late baroque style. During the years when it has been a high
school there were rooms for exhibition and preservation of the
archaeological monuments. Since 1983 the building has been
completely committed for a Museum of archaeology.
The creation and the development of the Varna Museum of
archaeology was closely connected with the names of two brothers ≠
Karel and Hermengild Shkorpil (of Czech origin) ≠ the founders of the
Bulgarian archaeology too. In the beginning of the 20th century
together with some famous Varna's social persons and teachers they
founded the Archaeological society of Varna and subsequently ≠ the
first archaeological collection, which gradually developed into
museum, opened in 1906. 
Today the permanent exhibition of the Museum of archaeology is
located on  an area  of ca. 3000 sq. m. 
In the museum building the museum's library is situated too ≠ one of
the most richest with specialized archeological books library in
Bulgaria.

ÃÛÁÂˇÚ
—„‡‰‡Ú‡ Ì‡ ¿ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë-
˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÏÛÁÂÈ ‚˙‚ ¬‡Ì‡ Â
ÒÚÓÂÌ‡ ÔÂÁ ÔÂËÓ‰‡
1892 ≠ 1898 „. ÔÓ ÔÓÂÍÚ
Ì‡ ËÁÚ˙ÍÌ‡ÚËˇ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍË
‡ıËÚÂÍÚ œÂÚÍÓ ÃÓÏ˜ËÎÓ‚
Á‡ Û˜ËÎË˘Â ≠ ƒÂ‚Ë˜ÂÒÍ‡
„ËÏÌ‡ÁËˇ. “ˇ Â ‰‚ÛÂÚ‡ÊÌ‡
Ë ËÏ‡ Í‚‡‰‡ÚÌ‡ ÙÓÏ‡ Ò
ÔÓÒÚÓÂÌ ‚˙ÚÂ¯ÂÌ
‰‚Ó. »Á„‡‰ÂÌ‡ Â ‚ ÒÚËÎ
Í˙ÒÂÌ ·‡ÓÍ. œÂÁ „Ó‰ËÌË-
ÚÂ, ÍÓ„‡ÚÓ Â ·ËÎ‡ „ËÏÌ‡-
ÁËˇ, ‚ ÌÂˇ Â ËÏ‡ÎÓ ÔÓÏÂ-
˘ÂÌËˇ Á‡ ÂÍÒÔÓÁËˆËˇ Ë Á‡
Ò˙ı‡Ìˇ‚‡ÌÂ Ì‡ ‡ıÂÓÎÓ-
„Ë˜ÂÒÍË Ô‡ÏÂÚÌËˆË. ŒÚ
1983 „. Ò„‡‰‡Ú‡ ËÁˆˇÎÓ Â
ÔÂ‰ÓÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ‡ Ì‡ ¿ıÂÓÎÓ-
„Ë˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÏÛÁÂÈ.
—˙Á‰‡‚‡ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ¿ıÂÓÎÓ-
„Ë˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÏÛÁÂÈ ‚˙‚ ¬‡Ì‡
Ë ÌÂ„Ó‚ÓÚÓ ‡Á‚ËÚËÂ Â
ÚˇÒÌÓ Ò‚˙Á‡ÌÓ Ò ËÏÂÌ‡Ú‡
Ì‡ ‰‚‡Ï‡Ú‡ ·‡Úˇ  ‡ÂÎ Ë
’ÂÏÂÌ„ËÎ‰  ÿÍÓÔËÎ
(˜ÂıË ÔÓ Ì‡Ó‰ÌÓÒÚ) ≠
ÓÒÌÓ‚‡ÚÂÎË Ë Ì‡ ·˙Î„‡-
ÒÍ‡Ú‡ ‡ıÂÓÎÓ„Ëˇ. ¬ Ò‡ÏÓ-
ÚÓ Ì‡˜‡ÎÓ Ì‡ ’’ ‚. ÚÂ Á‡Â‰-
ÌÓ Ò ‚Ë‰ÌË ‚‡ÌÂÌÒÍË
Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌËˆË Ë Û˜ËÚÂÎË
Ò˙Á‰‡‚‡Ú ¬‡ÌÂÌÒÍÓÚÓ ‡-
ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍÓ ‰ÛÊÂÒÚ‚Ó,
‡ ‚ÔÓÒÎÂ‰ÒÚ‚ËÂ Ô˙‚‡Ú‡
‡ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍ‡ Ò·ËÍ‡,
ÔÂ‡ÒÌ‡Î‡ ÔÓÒÚÂÔÂÌÌÓ ‚
ÏÛÁÂÈ, ÓÚÍËÚ ÔÂÁ 1906 „.
ƒÌÂÒ ÂÍÒÔÓÁËˆËËÚÂ ‚
¿ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÏÛÁÂÈ Ò‡
‡ÁÔÓÎÓÊÂÌË Ì‡ ·ÎËÁÓ
3000 Í‚. Ï ÔÎÓ˘. ŒÒ‚ÂÌ
ÚÓ‚‡ ‚ Ò„‡‰‡Ú‡ ÒÂ Ì‡ÏË‡
Ë ·Ë·ÎËÓÚÂÍ‡Ú‡ Ì‡ ÏÛÁÂˇ ≠
Â‰Ì‡ ÓÚ Ì‡È-·Ó„‡ÚËÚÂ ‚



¿ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍË
ÏÛÁÂÈ ≠ ¬‡Ì‡

Varna Museum
of Archaeology

Ancient History
During the second quarter of
the 6th c. B.C. emigrants from
Millet in Asia Minor came to
the lands of today's Varna and
found a colony named
Odessos (Aqua Town). The
settlement developed as a
classical, self-governed free
town. Shortly Odessos
became one of the most
important ports and trading centres along the West coast of the Black
Sea. Good proofs of its economic development are the coins, which
the town began to mint: at the beginning silver and bronze, followed in
the second half of 2nd c. B.C. by gold coins (staters).
In the museum rooms this period is presented by one of the most
plentiful collections from Bulgaria of marble sculptures, terracotta
statuettes and lamps, imported black-glazed ceramics, bone and
bronze artifacts and ≠ finally, decrees of the local authorities carved
on stone slabs. 
In 1st c. A.D. Odessos was included in the boundaries of the Roman
Empire and during 2nd-3d c. A.D. became the most important port north
from Balkan mountain. At the end of 2nd c. A.D. in the city the first
public thermal baths was erected spanning 7 000 square meters,
which made them among the largest ones in Europe. They were well
excavated and today a number of artifacts and sculptures found there
are exhibited in the museum. In 2nd-3d c. A.D. Odessos staged huge
festivities honoring the Thracian Great God Darzalas ≠ athletic games,
theatre plays and music competitions, which are illustrated with
theatre masks, a silver statuette of an actor, a marble inscription and
relief announcing gladiatorial fights, sporting accessories etc. 
After the end of the 4th c. A.D. Odessos lived through a period of
economic upsurge. The city expanded its territory and it was
protected it by a new fortress wall. But the never-ending invasions of
barbaric tribes south of the
Danube River changed the ethical
composition of the local popula-
tion, including that of Odessos
and its vicinities. 
The adoption of Christianity after
A.D. 313 brought about important
changes in Odessos. Early
Christian basilicas became the
new cult buildings. Based on
extensive surveys of similar
buildings in the area, the museum

presents a replica of an altar, floor mosaics and various church wares ≠
reliquaries, bronze lamps, fonts, etc. 
The Ancient treasury section features masterpieces of gold and silver
jewellery such as necklaces, earrings, bracelets and finger rings
dating from th e Thracian and Classical periods until Early Byzantine
times (5th c. B.C. - 6th c. A.D.).  

—Â‰ÌÓ‚ÂÍÓ‚ËÂ
∆Ë‚ÓÚ˙Ú ‚ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ ÒÂ ÔÂÛÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ˇ‚‡ ‚ Ì‡˜‡ÎÓÚÓ Ì‡ VII ‚. ÕˇÍÓÎÍÓ
‰ÂÒÂÚËÎÂÚËˇ ÔÓ-Í˙ÒÌÓ Ì‡ ˛„ ÓÚ . ƒÛÌ‡‚ Â Ò˙Á‰‡‰ÂÌ‡ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍ‡Ú‡
‰˙Ê‡‚‡ Ë Â‰ËÌ ÓÚ ÔÂ‰ÔÓÎ‡„‡ÂÏËÚÂ ÌÂÈÌË ˆÂÌÚÓ‚Â Â ÓÍÓÎÓ ¬‡-
Ì‡. —ÔÓÂ‰ ‚ËÁ‡ÌÚËÈÒÍËÚÂ ıÓÌËÒÚË “ÂÓÙ‡Ì Ë Ô‡ÚË‡ı ÕËÍËÙÓ,
ÒÎÂ‰ ÔÓ·Â‰Ì‡Ú‡ ·ËÚÍ‡ Í‡È ÛÒÚËÂÚÓ Ì‡ ƒÛÌ‡‚ ‚ 681 „., Ô‡·˙Î„‡Ë-
ÚÂ ‰ÓÒÚË„Ì‡ÎË ‰Ó "¬‡Ì‡, ·ÎËÁÓ ‰Ó Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ". ¬ ÒÎÂ‰‚‡˘ËÚÂ ÒÚÓÎÂÚËˇ
¬‡Ì‡ Â ˜ÂÒÚÓ ÒÔÓÏÂÌ‡‚‡Ì‡ ‚ ıÓÌËÍËÚÂ. 
œÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌË Ò‡ ·Ó„‡ÚË
ÍÓÎÂÍˆËË ÓÚ ÒÂ‰ÌÓ‚Â-
ÍÓ‚Ì‡ ÍÂ‡ÏËÍ‡, ÏÂÚ‡-
ÎÓÔÎ‡ÒÚËÍ‡, ‚˙Ó˙ÊÂÌËÂ
Ë ÒÌ‡ˇÊÂÌËÂ, Ô‡ÏÂÚÌËˆË
Ì‡ ıËÒÚËˇÌÒÍËˇ ÍÛÎÚ.
“ÛÍ Â Ë Â‰Ì‡ ÓÚ Ì‡È-„ÓÎÂ-
ÏËÚÂ Ì‡ ¡‡ÎÍ‡ÌËÚÂ ÍÓÎÂÍ-
ˆËË ÓÚ Ù‡ˇÌÒÓ‚Ë Ò˙‰Ó‚Â
Ë Ó·ÎËˆÓ‚˙˜ÌË ÔÎÓ˜ÍË,
‚Ì‡ÒˇÌË ÓÚ Ï‡ÎÓ‡ÁËÈÒÍË-
ÚÂ „‡‰Ó‚Â »ÁÌËÍ,  ˛Ú‡-
ıËˇ Ë ◊‡Ì‡Í Í‡ÎÂ ÔÂÁ
’VI-’I’ ‚. —Â‰ÌÓ‚ÂÍÓ‚-
Ì‡Ú‡ Ò˙ÍÓ‚Ë˘ÌËˆ‡ ÔÓ-
Í‡Á‚‡ ‚ÂÎËÍÓÎÂÔÌË Ó·‡Á-
ˆË Ì‡ ÒÂ‰ÌÓ‚ÂÍÓ‚ÌÓÚÓ
ÁÎ‡Ú‡ÒÚ‚Ó ≠ Ó·ÂˆË, Ó„˙-
ÎËˆË, Ô˙ÒÚÂÌË, Ì‡„˙‰ÌË ËÍÓÌÍË, ÍÓÎ‡ÌË Ë ‰., ÌˇÍÓË ÓÚ ÍÓËÚÓ
Ì‡‚ˇÌÓ Ò‡ ·ËÎË ÒÓ·ÒÚ‚ÂÌÓÒÚ Ì‡ ‚Ë‰ÌË „‡Ê‰‡ÌË Ì‡ ¬‡Ì‡.

The Middle Ages
The life in Odessos ceased in early 7th century. Several decades later
the Bulgarian state was founded south of the Danube, with Varna
being probably one of its important centres. According to the
Byzantine historians Theophanes and Patriarch Nicephoros, after the

victorious battle in 681 at the
Danube delta, the Proto-
bulgarians "reached Varna,
nearby Odessos". During the
next few centuries Varna was
often mentioned in the historical
chronicles.
The museum presents rich
collections of Middle Age
pottery, metal pieces of art,
metal weapons and combat
equipment, Christian cult
artifacts. Further on, the
exposition includes one the
largest Balkan collections of
faience utensils and tiles
imported from Asia Minor
towns ≠ Iznik, Kutahya and
Chanakkale during 16th-19th c.
The Middle Age treasury section
displays magnificent pieces of
medieval gold jewellery ≠
earrings, finger rings, pendulum
icons, belts, etc., some of
which probably belonged to
eminent Varna citizens.

¬˙ÁÓÊ‰ÂÌÒÍ‡ ËÍÓÌÓÔËÒ
¬ Á‡ÎËÚÂ Ì‡ ¿ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍËˇ ÏÛÁÂÈ Â ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ‡ Ë Ò·ËÍ‡ ËÍÓÌË
Ë ˆ˙ÍÓ‚Ì‡ ÛÚ‚‡ ÓÚ ‚ÂÏÂÚÓ Ì‡ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍÓÚÓ ¬˙Á‡Ê‰‡ÌÂ.
–‡ÌÌËÚÂ ËÍÓÌË ÓÚ ’VI-’VIII ‚. ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ˇÚ Ú‡‰ËˆËËÚÂ ‚ ËÍÓÌÓÔËÒÌÓ-
ÚÓ ËÁÍÛÒÚ‚Ó ÔÓ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍÓÚÓ ◊ÂÌÓÏÓËÂ ÓÚ ÚÓ‚‡ ‚ÂÏÂ ≠ ÍÓÌÒÂ-
‚‡ÚË‚ÌÓ ÔË‰˙Ê‡ÌÂ Í˙Ï Ì‡ÒÎÂ‰ÂÌËÚÂ ÓÚ ‚ÂÍÓ‚ÂÚÂ ÒıÂÏË Ë ÔÓÌËÍ-
‚‡ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ÌÓ‚Ë ‚ÎËˇÌËˇ.
œÓ‚Â˜ÂÚÓ ÓÚ ËÍÓÌËÚÂ Ò‡ ÓÚ ’I’ ‚. ’Û‰ÓÊÂÒÚ‚ÂÌËÚÂ ÔÓÒÚËÊÂÌËˇ Ì‡
‡‚ÚÓËÚÂ Ò‡ ‡ÁÎË˜ÌË, ÌÓ „Ë Ó·Â‰ËÌˇ‚‡ ÌÓ‚ËˇÚ, ‚˙ÁÓÊ‰ÂÌÒÍË ‰Ûı
Ì‡ ‚ÂÏÂÚÓ. «Ó„‡ÙËÚÂ ˜ÂÔˇÚ ‚‰˙ıÌÓ‚ÂÌËÂ ÓÚ Ì‡Ó‰ÌÓÚÓ Ú‚Ó˜ÂÒ-
Ú‚Ó, ÌÓ ÛÒ‚Óˇ‚‡Ú Ë ÌˇÍÓË ÂÎÂÏÂÌÚË ÓÚ Ò‚ÂÚÒÍÓÚÓ Á‡Ô‡‰ÌÓÂ‚Ó-
ÔÂÈÒÍÓ ËÁÍÛÒÚ‚Ó. —˙˘Â‚ÂÏÂÌÌÓ ‚ÒÂÍË ÓÚ ‡‚ÚÓËÚÂ Ò˙Á‰‡‚‡ ÓÒÓ-
·ÂÌ, ı‡‡ÍÚÂÂÌ Ò‡ÏÓ Á‡ ÌÂ„Ó‚ËÚÂ ÔÓËÁ‚Â‰ÂÌËˇ ÒÚËÎ.
¬ ÂÍÒÔÓÁËˆËˇÚ‡ Â ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ÂÌ‡ Ë Â‰Ì‡ ÓÚ Ì‡È-ÁÌ‡˜ËÏËÚÂ ËÍÓÌÓÔËÒ-
ÌË ¯ÍÓÎË Ì‡ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍÓÚÓ ¬˙Á‡Ê‰‡ÌÂ ≠ “Â‚ÌÂÌÒÍ‡Ú‡, Ò Ú‚Ó·Ë Ì‡
ËÁ‚ÂÒÚÌËÚÂ Ï‡ÈÒÚÓË ÁÓ„‡ÙË ƒÓÒ˛  ÓÂ‚, …Ó‡ÌËÍËÈ Ô‡Ô‡ ¬ËÚ‡ÌÓ‚,
«‡ı‡Ëˇ ÷‡Ì˛‚, ÔÓÔ ƒËÏËÚ˙  ˙Ì˜Ó‚ Ë ÏÌÓÁËÌ‡ ÔÓ-Ï‡ÎÍÓ ËÁ‚ÂÒÚ-
ÌË Ï‡ÈÒÚÓË, ÍÓËÚÓ ‡·ÓÚˇÚ ‚ ÚÂıÌËˇ ÒÚËÎ.

Bulgarian
Revival
Iconography
In the Museum of
archaeology halls also a
collection of icons and
church plate of the
Bulgarian revival period is
presented.
The earlier icons of 16th-18th

century still presented the
traditions in the icon-
painting art on the Bulgarian
littoral conservatively
following the schemes
inherited from the Middle
Ages and the penetrating of
some new influences. Most
of the icons are of early
19th century. The art
achievements of the artists
are divers, but
simultaneously they are
combined by the new
revival spirit. The icon-
painters obtain inspiration
from the popular creative
work, but some new forms
of the West European art
were adopted too.
Simultaneously every of the
authors create particular,
typical only for his work
style. 
The exhibition presented
one of the most significant
icon-paintings schools of
the Bulgarian Revival
period ≠ the school of
Tryavna. Its most famous
artists are Dosyo Kolev,
Ioaniky Popvitanov, Zaharia
Tsanyuv, Dimitar Kanchov.
Apart from them there are
many less eminent masters
who worked in their style.

œÓÂÍÚ˙Ú Â Ò˙ÙËÌ‡ÌÒË‡Ì ÓÚ ≈‚ÓÔÂÈÒÍËˇ Ò˙˛Á Ë –ÂÔÛ·ÎËÍ‡ ¡˙Î„‡Ëˇ

The project is co-financed by the European Union and Republic of Bulgaria

Opening hours:

In winter: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Days off - Sunday and Monday
In summer: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Day off - Monday

Museum of Archaeology

41, Maria Luiza blvd., 9000 Varna, Bulgaria
phones: central: + 359 52 / 681 011, information: + 359 52 / 681 030

fax: + 359 52 / 681 025
www.amvarna.com; e-mail: archmuseum@bulstar.net

Visitors centre

41, Maria Luiza blvd., 9000 Varna, Bulgaria
phone/fax: + 359 52 / 624 948

www.varna.yes.bg, e-mail: vc_varna@abv.bg

Œ·˘ËÌ‡ ¬‡Ì‡

Municipality of Varna

–ÂÔÛ·ÎËÍ‡ ¡˙Î„‡Ëˇ

Republic of Bulgaria

≈‚ÓÔÂÈÒÍË Ò˙˛Á

European Union

–‡·ÓÚÌÓ ‚ÂÏÂ:

«ËÏÌÓ: 10 - 17 ˜., ÔÓ˜Ë‚ÌË ‰ÌË: ÌÂ‰ÂÎˇ Ë ÔÓÌÂ‰ÂÎÌËÍ
ÀˇÚÌÓ: 10 - 17 ˜., ÔÓ˜Ë‚ÂÌ ‰ÂÌ: ÔÓÌÂ‰ÂÎÌËÍ

¿ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍË ÏÛÁÂÈ

¬‡Ì‡ 9000, ·ÛÎ. Ã‡Ëˇ ÀÛËÁ‡ 41
ÚÂÎ.: ˆÂÌÚ‡Î‡: 052 / 681 011, ËÌÙÓÏ‡ˆËˇ: 052 / 681 030

Ù‡ÍÒ: 052 / 681 025
www.amvarna.com; e-mail: archmuseum@bulstar.net

œÓÒÂÚËÚÂÎÒÍË ˆÂÌÚ˙

¬‡Ì‡ 9000, ·ÛÎ. Ã‡Ëˇ ÀÛËÁ‡ 41
ÚÂÎ./Ù‡ÍÒ: 052 / 624 948

www.varna.yes.bg, e-mail: vc_varna@abv.bg


