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»ÒÚÓË˜ÂÒÍ‡ ÒÔ‡‚Í‡
Á‡ ËÏÒÍËÚÂ ·‡ÌË Ì‡ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ,
‰ÌÂ¯Ì‡ ¬‡Ì‡

—Â‰ ‡ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍËÚÂ ÓÒÚ‡ÌÍË Ì‡ ‰ÌÂ¯Ì‡ ¬‡Ì‡  Ò‡  ÛË-
ÌËÚÂ Ì‡ Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌËÚÂ ·‡ÌË Ì‡ ‰Â‚ÌËˇ „‡‰ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ. “‡ÁË
ÔÓÌÚËÈÒÍ‡ ÍÓÎÓÌËˇ Â ÓÒÌÓ‚‡Ì‡ ÓÍÓÎÓ 570 „. Ô. ’. ÓÚ Á‡-
ÒÂÎÌËˆË ÓÚ ÈÓÌËÈÒÍËˇ „‡‰-‰˙Ê‡‚‡ ÃËÎÂÚ. ŒÒ‚ÂÌ ÂÎËÌË
ÚÛÍ Ò‡ ÊË‚ÂÎË Ú‡ÍË, Ï‡ÎÓ‡ÁËÈˆË, ËÏÎˇÌË Ë Á‡ÒÂÎÌËˆË
ÓÚ ÏÌÓ„Ó ‰Û„Ë ÂÚÌÓÒË. 

¬ ·ÂÎÂÊÍËÚÂ Ì‡ ÓÒÌÓ‚ÓÔÓÎÓÊÌËÍ‡ Ì‡ ·˙Î„‡ÒÍ‡Ú‡ ‡ıÂÓ-
ÎÓ„Ëˇ - ˜Âı‡  ‡ÂÎ ÿÍÓÔËÎ ÓÚ 1907 „. ˜ÂÚÂÏ: "¡ÎËÁÓ ‰Ó
˜ÂÍ‚‡Ú‡ "—‚. √ÂÓ„Ë" ÒÂ Ì‡ÏË‡ Â‰ËÌ ÒÚ‡Ó‚ÂÏÒÍË ÁË‰.
“ÓÈ Â ËÁ‚ÂÒÚÂÌ ÔÓ‰ Ì‡Á‚‡ÌËÂÚÓ "ÍÛÎÂ" ËÎË "ËÏÒÍ‡ ÍÛÎ‡".
ÕˇÏ‡ Ò˙ÏÌÂÌËÂ, ˜Â ÍÛÎ‡Ú‡ Â ˜‡ÒÚ ÓÚ Ì‡È-ÒÚ‡‡Ú‡ ¬‡ÌÂÌ-
ÒÍ‡ ÍÂÔÓÒÚ (‡ÍÓÔÓÎ)". œÂÁ 1938 „. —Â„ÂÈ œÓÍÓ‚ÒÍË
ÔÓ‚ÂÊ‰‡ Ô˙‚ËÚÂ ‡ıÂÓÎÓ„Ë˜ÂÒÍË ‡ÁÍÓÔÍË Ì‡ ÒÂ‚Â ÓÚ
ˆ˙Í‚‡Ú‡ "—‚. ¿Ú‡Ì‡Ò". “ÓÈ ÛÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ˇ‚‡, ˜Â ÓÚÍËÚËÚÂ ÔÓ-
ÏÂ˘ÂÌËˇ Ò‡ ÓÚ „ÓÎˇÏ‡ ÔÓÒÚÓÈÍ‡ ÓÚ ËÏÒÍ‡Ú‡ ÂÔÓı‡. ¬
ÔÂËÓ‰‡ 1959 - 1971 „. ÃËÎÍÓ ÃË˜Â‚ ÔÓ‰˙ÎÊ‡‚‡ ÔÓÛ˜-
‚‡ÌÂÚÓ. ŒÍ‡Á‚‡ ÒÂ, ˜Â Ò„‡‰‡Ú‡ Â ·ËÎ‡ ËÏÒÍ‡ Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚Â-
Ì‡ ·‡Ìˇ. –‡ÁÍËÚË Ò‡ Ó˘Â ÓÒÌÓ‚ËÚÂ Ì‡ ˆ˙Í‚ËÚÂ "—‚. √ÂÓ-
„Ë", "—‚. “Ó‰Ó" Ë "—‚. ¿Ú‡Ì‡Ò" ÓÚ ’III - ’IV ‚.,  ‡ÁÛ¯ÂÌË
Í˙ÒÌÓ‡ÌÚË˜ÌË Ë ‡ÌÌÓ·˙Î„‡ÒÍË ÊËÎË˘‡, ÔÂ˘Ë Á‡ ÍÂ‡-
ÏËÍ‡ Ë ‚‡ ÓÚ ’VII ‚. Ë ‰.

Õ‡‚ÒˇÍ˙‰Â, Í˙‰ÂÚÓ Ò‡ ÒÂ Á‡ÒÂÎ‚‡ÎË ËÏÎˇÌËÚÂ, Ò‡ ÒÚÓÂ-
ÎË ·‡ÌË. —Ì‡·‰ˇ‚‡ÌÂÚÓ ËÏ Ò ‚Ó‰‡ Â ·ËÎÓ ÓÚ Ô˙‚ÓÒÚÂÔÂÌ-
ÌÓ ÁÌ‡˜ÂÌËÂ Ë Á‡ÚÓ‚‡ ËÁ„‡Ê‰‡ÌÂÚÓ ËÏ ÒÂ Â ÔÂ‰ıÓÊ‰‡ÎÓ
ÓÚ ÔÓÍ‡‚‡ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ‚Ó‰ÓÔÓ‚Ó‰Ë. —‚Â‰ÂÌËˇ Á‡ ËÁ„‡Ê‰‡-
ÌÂÚÓ Ì‡ ËÏÒÍËˇ ‚Ó‰ÓÔÓ‚Ó‰ Ò‡ ÓÚÍËÚË Ó˘Â ÔÂÁ 1851 „.
ŒÚ ‰‚ÛÂÁË˜ÌËˇ Ì‡‰ÔËÒ Ì‡ „˙ˆÍË Ë Ì‡ Î‡ÚËÌÒÍË ÂÁËˆË ÒÚ‡-
‚‡ ˇÒÌÓ, ˜Â ÔË ÛÔ‡‚ÎÂÌËÂÚÓ Ì‡ ËÏÔÂ‡ÚÓ ¿ÌÚÓÌËÈ œËÈ 

138 - 161 „.), Ó·˘ËÌ‡Ú‡ Ì‡
Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ Ë ‚ÓÂÌÌËˇÚ ÛÔ‡‚Ë-

ÚÂÎ, Í‡ÍÚÓ Ë Ì‡ÏÂÒÚÌËÍ Ì‡
ÔÓ‚ËÌˆËˇ ƒÓÎÌ‡ ÃËÁËˇ,
“ËÚ ¬ËÚ‡ÒËË œÓÎËÓÌ Ò‡

Í‡ÔÚË‡ÎË Ë ‰Ó‚ÂÎË ‰Ó „‡-
‰‡ ‚Ó‰‡ ÔÓ ‚Ó‰ÓÔÓ‚Ó‰.

“Ó‚‡ ‚ÂÓˇÚÌÓ ÒÂ Â  ÒÎÛ˜Ë-
ÎÓ ÔÂÁ 157 „.

ÃÓÊÂ ·Ë Ï‡ÎÍÓ ÔÓ-Í˙ÒÌÓ -
‚ Í‡ˇ Ì‡ II ‚., ‚ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ Â

·ËÎ‡ ËÁ‰Ë„Ì‡Ú‡ Ë Ì‡È-„ÓÎˇ-
Ï‡Ú‡ ‚ ·‡ÎÍ‡ÌÒÍËÚÂ ÔÓ-

‚ËÌˆËË „‡‰ÒÍ‡ ·‡Ìˇ. “ˇ Â
Á‡ÂÏ‡Î‡  Ì‡‰ 7000 Í‚. Ï  Ë
·ËÎ‡ ÓËÂÌÚË‡Ì‡ ÒÔˇÏÓ
ÔÓÒÓÍËÚÂ Ì‡ Ò‚ÂÚ‡.  «‡Ô‡-

ÁÂÌËÚÂ ÁË‰Ó‚Â Ì‡ ÏÂÒÚ‡
‰ÓÒÚË„‡Ú 22 Ï ‚ËÒÓ˜ËÌ‡.

“ÂÏËÚÂ Ò‡ ·ËÎË ÌÂ Ò‡ÏÓ
ÏˇÒÚÓ Á‡ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ, ÌÓ Ë ˆÂÌ-
Ú˙ Ì‡ Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚ÂÌËˇ ÊË‚ÓÚ.

“Â ÔËÌ‡‰ÎÂÊ‡Ú Í˙Ï ÚËÔ‡
"Ï‡ÎÍË ËÏÔÂ‡ÚÓÒÍË ÚÂ-

ÏË". ŒÒÌÓ‚ÌËÚÂ Í˙Ô‡ÎÌË
Ò‡: frigidarium (F) - ÔÓÏÂ-
˘ÂÌËÂ Á‡ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ Ò˙Ò ÒÚÛ-

thermarum (¬). “ˇ Â ËÁÔ˙ÎÌˇ‚‡Î‡ ÓÎˇÚ‡ Ì‡ Ò‚ÓÂÓ·‡ÁÂÌ
ÍÎÛ·, Í˙‰ÂÚÓ ÔÓÒÂÚËÚÂÎËÚÂ Ì‡ ·‡ÌËÚÂ Ò‡ ÔÂÍ‡‚‡ÎË ˜‡ÒÚ
ÓÚ ‚ÂÏÂÚÓ ÒË ÔÂ‰Ë
ËÎË ÒÎÂ‰ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ.
—ÚÓËÚÂÎËÚÂ Ì‡ ÚÂ-
ÏËÚÂ ‚ Œ‰ÂÒÓÒ ‡ÁÔÓ-
Î‡„‡Ú ‚ ˛ÊÌ‡Ú‡ ˜‡ÒÚ
Ì‡ Ò„‡‰‡Ú‡ ÓÚÓÔÎˇ‚‡-
ÌËÚÂ ÔÓÏÂ˘ÂÌËˇ Á‡
Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ Ò „ÓÂ˘‡ Ë
ÚÓÔÎ‡ ‚Ó‰‡. “Â Ò‡ ·Ë-
ÎË Ò˙Ò ÒÓ·ÒÚ‚ÂÌË Ó„-
ÌË˘‡, Ò‚˙Á‡ÌË Ò ÔÓ-
‰Ó‚‡Ú‡ Ë ÒÚÂÌÌ‡Ú‡
ÓÚÓÔÎËÚÂÎÌ‡ ÒËÒÚÂÏ‡.
Ã‡ÎÍËÚÂ ÔÓÏÂ˘ÂÌËˇ -
ËÁÚÓ˜ÌÓ, Á‡Ô‡‰ÌÓ Ë
ÒÂ‚ÂÌÓ ÓÍÓÎÓ Ò„‡-
‰‡Ú‡ Ò‡ ·ËÎË „ÓÒÚËÎ-
ÌËˆË, Ï‡ÎÍË Ï‡„‡ÁËÌ-
˜ÂÚ‡ ÓÚ ÚËÔ‡ "‚ÒË˜ÍÓ
Á‡ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ" Ë Á‡
"ÔËˇÚÌÓÚÓ ÔÂÍ‡‚‡-
ÌÂ ‚ ·‡ÌˇÚ‡", ·Ó‰ÂË
Ë Ú. Ì. “Â Ò‡ "Ì‡Ò˙-
˜‡‚‡ÎË" ‚ÒË˜ÍÓ ˜Ó-
‚Â¯ÍÓ, Í‡ÍÚÓ Â  ËÁÔË-
Ò‡ÌÓ Ë Ì‡ Â‰ËÌ Ì‡‰-
„Ó·ÂÌ  Ô‡ÏÂÚÌËÍ:

"¡‡ÌËÚÂ, ‚ËÌ‡Ú‡, Î˛-
·Ó‚Ú‡: ÚÂ Ò˙ÒËÔ‚‡Ú
ÚˇÎÓÚÓ ÌË. ∆Ë‚ÓÚ‡ „Ó
Ô‡‚ˇÚ: ·‡ÌËÚÂ, ‚ËÌÓ-
ÚÓ, Î˛·Ó‚Ú‡.î

‰ÂÌ‡ ‚Ó‰‡, tepidarium (T) - ÔÓÏÂ˘ÂÌËÂ Á‡ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ Ò ıÎ‡‰Í‡
(ÚÓÔÎ‡) ‚Ó‰‡, caldarium (C) - ÔÓÏÂ˘ÂÌËÂ Á‡ Í˙Ô‡ÌÂ Ò „ÓÂ-
˘‡ ‚Ó‰‡. √Î‡‚ÌËÚÂ ‚ıÓ‰Ó‚Â Ì‡ ·‡ÌˇÚ‡ Ò‡ ‚ ËÁÚÓ˜ÌËˇ Ë
Á‡Ô‡‰ÌËˇ Í‡È Ì‡ ÒÂ‚ÂÌ‡Ú‡ Ù‡Ò‡‰‡. œÓ ÚË Í‡ÏÂÌÌË ÒÚ˙-
Ô‡Î‡ ÒÂ ÒÎËÁ‡ ‚ ËÁÚÓ˜ÌÓÚÓ Ë Á‡Ô‡‰ÌÓÚÓ ÔÂ‰‰‚ÂËˇ -
vestibuli (V). ¬ ·‡ÌËÚÂ ËÏ‡ ‰‚Â Ò˙·ÎÂÍ‡ÎÌË - apoditeria (A) -
Â‰ÌË ÓÚ Ì‡È-„ÓÎÂÏËÚÂ ÔÓÏÂ˘ÂÌËˇ ‚ Ò„‡‰‡Ú‡ ÒÎÂ‰ basilica

—Ú‡ÚÛˇ Ì‡ ÕËÍÂ - Ï‡ÏÓ

Marble statue of Nike

—Ú‡ÚÛˇ Ì‡ Ï˙Ê -
Ï‡ÏÓ

Marble statue of a man
Œ·˘ËÌ‡ ¬‡Ì‡
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Historic information about the Roman
baths of Odessos, today's Varna

Amond the archaeological remains are the public thermal
baths of the ancient town of Odessos. This Pontic colony
was founded around 570 BC by settlers from Milet, an
Ionian polis (City state). In addition to the Greeks the
inhabitants of the area comprised Thracians, Romans,
settlers from Asia Minor and of other ethnic origins.

The Austrian scholar Ernst Kalinka explored these ancient
ruins during his visit in 1906. The Czech Karel Skorpil,
one of the founders of Bulgarian archaeology, wrote in
his notes from 1907, ìNear the Church of St George

apodyteria (A) changing-rooms, two of the biggest rooms
after basilica thermarum (B). The basilica thermarum

served as a club where visitors to the baths spent time
before or after bathing.

The builders of the thermae of Odessos also located the
heated areas for bathing with warm or hot water in the
southern part. For the sweat rooms, known as sudatorii

specially heated air was required. Consequently the
premises had their own furnaces which fed the heating
system in the walls and under the floor.

there is an ancient building known as "kule" or "The
Roman tower". There is no doubt that this tower is part
of the ancient fortress of Varna, its acropolis.î In 1938
Sergey Pokrovsky lead the first archaeological exca-
vation to the north of the church of St Athanasius. He
established that the premises found there had belonged
to an extensive construction from the Roman period.
During the period 1959-1971 Milko Mirchev continued
the exploration. It was at this time that the building was
identified as Roman public baths. Along with the
foundations of the mediaeval churches of St George,
St Theodorus and St Athanasius, the remains of
dwellings from the Late Antiquity and the early Bulgarian
period, kilns and ceramic ovens from the 17th century
and other finds were also revealed.

The Romans had the practice of building baths
wherever they settled. Water supply was of major
importance, which is why the construction of baths
was preceded by that of water-main and sewage
systems. Vestiges of the Roman water supply system
were found as early as 1851. The bilingual inscription
in Greek and Latin makes it clear that during the rule of
the Emperor Antonius Pius (138-161 AD), the
municipality of Odessos and Titus Vitrasius Pollio,
Consul Pontifex and Legate of the province Lower
Moesia, organized the harnassing of the water supply
and its transfer to the town. Evidence suggests that
this happened in 157 AD. 

Shortly after, by all accounts, the biggest public baths in
the Balkan provinces were built in Odessos. They occu-
pied an area of more than 7000 square metres, following
the axes of the four cardinal points. The surviving walls
reach 22 metres in height in some places. The thermae

(Public baths) were not only a place for bathing but also

a centre of social activity. It is highly possible that the
design of the baths of Odessos came from the Capital.
They belong to the type known as "small Royal thermae".
The main premises are the frigidarium (F), for bathing
with cold water; the tepidarium (T), for warm water and
the caldarium (C), for hot water.

The main entrances of the baths were on the east and
west  side of north facade.  In the baths were two

The small premises outside the east, west and north
walls of the building were inns (taverns), small shops
selling "everything you need for bathing" and for
"a pleasant time" in the baths, brothels, etc. They
"encouraged" all human needs as the inscription on a
tombstone reads:

"Baths, wine and love - they devastate our bodies.
Our life consists of baths, wine and love."

Ã‡ÏÓÂÌ ÙÓÌÚ‡Ì Ò ÙË„Û‡ Ì‡ ‰ÂÎÙËÌ

Dolphin-shaped marble fontain

∆ÂÌÒÍ‡ „Î‡‚‡ - Ï‡ÏÓ

Marble head of a woman


